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Arts access for people with blindness and low vision in NSW

By Zhila Hasanloo (September 2011)
This research report delivers a comprehensive listing of a variety of arts activities and events in New South Wales, either offered exclusively or accessible options for people with blindness or low vision in New South Wales. 

Included in this arts specific information is listings of Quality living groups/Services, Centres and Peer Support groups as they can provide a regular ongoing group interaction. All listed offering social and peer support, special interest and recreation activities for blind or low vision people. 
The gathered information has potential for application within art-service planning for the blind and low vision and provision of additional resources for them. 
It is important to note that this document was a snapshot of events and opportunities at time of research (2011) and some items will be out-dated – we felt it still useful to highlight the activity that occurred during this period to enable a broad view of the accessible arts and cultural landscape within NSW at the time of review. 

This document contains practical information on: 
1. Workshops, courses and training: 
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· Sewing
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1. Workshops, Courses & Training
1-1 Theatre and Creative performance
· Vision for Beyond Vision 18/08/2011
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Beyond Vision performance group:
Beyond Vision is a group of performers who have low vision and have recently commenced training with a professional theatre director to develop a unique performance curriculum. 

The workshop offers an opportunity for members of the public to gain insight into the experiences of those who identify with low vision in a creative, collaborative and enlightening process.
Where: Powerhouse Youth Theatre, 19 Harris Street, Fairfield NSW 2165

Access:

· Services for people who are blind or have a sight disability 

· tactile ground surface indicators and green patch for dogs

Contact: Danielle Antaki 
Phone: 02 9724 6077

Mail: danielle@pyt.com.au
Website: www.aarts.net.au
· Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre: Creative Classes 21/07/2011 

The Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre program is open to people with all levels of ability. This program has been including Movement, voice, drama skills exercises, story building, character work and play.
When: Classes are run in 4 eight week terms per year. 
Where: Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St, Rozelle.

Who: People with all levels of ability.

Contact: Sue Johnston on 
Phone: (02) 9555 8988
Mail: leisure@rnc.ngo.org.au
Website:  http://www.rozellecentre.org.au/
· Beyond ABBA - Term 3, 05/07/2011 

Workshops : Parramatta : 20 Jul - 23 Sep 11 : Beyond ABBA - a workshop program for people with a disability at Riverside Theatres.

Beyond ABBA (formally known as WAPD) is Riverside Theatres’ ongoing workshop program that aims to challenge the predictable arts meal that is served up to people with a disability and instead provides an alternative diet of creativity, self expression & innovation. Using film, movement & theatre Beyond ABBA is focusing on the theme Invisibility that was inspired by a piece of writing, from writer, actress and International Day for People with a Disability ambassador, Audrey O’Connor.
· Term 2 - Wednesday 27 April - Friday 1 July 2011 (10 weeks) 

· Term 3 - Wednesday 20 July - Friday 23 September 2011 (10 weeks) 

· Term 4 – Wednesday 12 October - Friday 9 Dec 2011 (9 weeks) 

Where: All workshops take place At Granville Youth & Community Centres, 3A Memorial Dve, Granville NSW

Who: People with a disability

Contact: Alison Richardson 
Phone: 8839 3359
Mail: wapd_riverside@parracity.nsw.gov.au.
Website:  http://www.riversideparramatta.com.au/
· NIDA Youth Drama 27/05/2011 - Workshops/Courses/Training 

Classes : Western Sydney : 30 July – 10 Sept 11 : Term 3 acting classes by NIDA and Blacktown Arts Centre open.

Participants will be working on voice & character, improving vocal skills and range, building flexibility and command, using acting and singing techniques, devising voice warm-up and creating a vocal performance that could include soundscapes, rapping or beat boxing.

Where: Blacktown Arts Centre, 78 Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown NSW

Who: 9 – 15 year olds

Contact:  NIDA website 
Phone: 9697 7626

Website: http://www.artscentre.blacktown.nsw.gov.au
· Music and Drama for Youth and Adults with Disability 21/01/2011 

Workshops : Narrabeen : Ongoing : Music and Drama classes for people with a disability in the Northern Beaches.

Performance classes for people aged 15+ with physical or intellectual disability (including the blind), to use imagination, self-expression and fun in doing voice work, drama exercises and short performance pieces with experienced tutor.

Where: Annex, Narrabeen High School, Pittwater Road, North Narrabeen NSW 2101

Who: 15+ years with physical or intellectual disability

Contact: Northern Beaches Community College
Phone: 9970 1000 
Or Tutor Nadav on 0414 490 471.
Mail: enquiries@nbcc.nsw.edu.au
Website:  Northern Beaches Community College http://www.nbcc.nsw.edu.au
· Performance in the Gallery 2011 15/11/2010 

Workshops : Hawkesbury : 2011 : Performance in the Gallery offers performance workshops for people with mild to moderate intellectual and physical disabilities at Hawkesbury Regional Gallery. 

Performance in the Gallery is a series of fun, exciting workshops in movement and performance for people with mild to moderate intellectual and physical disabilities. Over each term a wide range of skills including range of movement, coordination, voice/sound making, gesture and action, movement and stillness, shape making and performance making with both movement and text has been covered. 
When: 2011 DATES 

· Term One: Tuesday 01 February – Tuesday 05 April (10 weeks) 

· Term Two: Tuesday 03 May – Tuesday 28 June (9 weeks) 

· Term Three: Tuesday 19 July – Tuesday 20 September (10 weeks) 

· Term Four: Tuesday 11 October – Tuesday 13 December (10 weeks) 

Where: Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, Deerubbin Centre (1st floor), 300 George Street, Windsor NSW

Who: People with mild to moderate intellectual and physical disabilities

Contact: Katy Green, Workshop Coordinator, or  
Phone (mobile): 0416 482 151
Mail: gallery1@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au
Website:  http://www.aarts.net.au/westernsydney/2010/11/16/performance-in-the-gallery-2011/
· Om Get 2Gethers  07/11/2010 - Performance/Events 

Performance : Ashfield: Performing arts 

Om Get2Gethers has been bringing communities together through performing arts in a supportive environment. It has been open to performers of all ages, abilities and art forms including singing, dancing, music, theatre, visual art etc.

Where: Vedanta House, 85 Bland Street, Ashfield NSW

Who: General public

Phone (mobile): 0425 307 544
Mail: performatoms@hotmail.com
Website: http://www.aarts.net.au/main-events/performance-otherevents/


1-2 Writing 

· Exercise (book) Classes 08/04/2011 

The exercise books may consist of copying all the lines from Home & Away, planning of a funeral, a film synopsis, a diary entry, a poem, a stand up routine, letters….

Over 27 weeks participants have been working with a theatre maker, writer, video & movement artist to develop a short piece of theatre based on the contents of their exercise books to be performed at the end of the program.  This would then lead onto further development in 2012.

Where: Connect Studios, Church and Darcy Streets, Parramatta.

Who: People with disability

Contact: Alison Richardson 

Phone: 02 8839 3359
Mail: wapd_riverside@parracity.nsw.gov.au
Website:  http://www.riversideparramatta.com.au/performance.asp?pID=1478
· NSW LitLink Varuna Program 2010, 25/03/2010

Professional development opportunities for writers living outside Sydney

When: 25 & 26 March 2010 

Where: Powerhouse Museum 

Contact: Jane Pollard, Education & Training Manager

Phone: 02 9251 6499 

Website: http://www.aarts.net.au
· Nightwriting Live Performance 18/4/2008
The Sydney Writers Festival participating with Accessible Arts incorporated accessible features in their program and selected writers with disabilities (e.g. Ryan Knighton, blind writer) on merit to be part of the line up.
Contact: SWF 
Phone: (02) 9252 7729
Website: http://www.swf.org.au


1-3. Dance

· Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre: Creative Classes 21/07/2011 

The Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre program is open to people with all levels of ability (including the blind).

Dance/Art class 

Participants explore how to dance and new ways to move, play using body, voice, eyes, ears and tactile senses along with new ways to express themselves and their feelings. 

When: Classes are run in 4 eight week terms per year. 

Where: Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St, Rozelle.

Who: People with all levels of ability.

Contact: Sue Johnston 
Phone: (02) 9555 8988
Mail: leisure@rnc.ngo.org.au
Website:  http://www.rozellecentre.org.au
· Dance and Disability Forum 8/07/2011

Canberra Dance Theatre has facilitated an event for a range of companies and artists who introduced their work in the field of Disability Arts. A forum and master class event was presented by Accessible Arts on Friday 8th July 2011 at Carriage works, Sydney to demonstrate and expand inclusive dance 

The master class offered a professional and integrated creative process experience for up to 23 NSW-based artists with and without a disability.

Where: Track 12, Carriage works, 245 Wilson Street, Eveleigh NSW

Who: Emerging and professional dancers with and without disability, choreographers, performers with movement background, educators with dance experience and arts practitioners with an interest in disability arts. 

Contact: Sarah-Vyne Vassallo, Arts Development Officer (part-time Thursday & Friday) 

Phone: 9251 6499

Mail: artsdevelopment@aarts.net.au.

Website: http://aarts.net.au
· Dance Oolites: Dance classes for all abilities 19/05/2011 -Workshops/Courses/Training 

Dance Oolites Inc is a dance troupe for individuals with varying disabilities.

When: Dance classes held weekly during school term.

Where: Glenbrook, NSW. Contact Melanie Coid for further details.

Who: Dancers range in age from 5 years to adults, varying abilities.

Contact: Melanie Coid 

Phone (mobile): 0414 518 939
Website:  http://www.danceoolites.com/
· Learn to dance with Dance Chance 11/03/2011 

Classes: Chatswood: Every Saturday: Regular dance classes for people with a physical or intellectual disability.

When: Every Saturday during the school term, 2:00 - 3:15pm.

Where: Chatswood South Uniting Church Hall, Corner of Pacific Highway and Mowbray Road Chatswood NSW

Who: People with a physical or intellectual disability, ages 6 and up.

Contact: Pam Timmins 

Phone: 02 9456 1165
Mail: dancechance@live.com.au
Website:  http://www.dancechance.com.au/


1-4. Music 

· Braille music library

Vision Australia registered library users are able to access a wide range of music Braille titles, including copies to borrow and downloading of titles to their computer.

Working in stages, the music Braille library has been cataloguing RNIB titles and in-house produced titles including older and recent copies available.

Contact: Vision Australia Information Library Service, 454 Glenferrie Road, Kooyong, VIC, 3144.
Phone: 1300 654 656. 

Fax: 03 9864 9677

Mail: library@visionaustralia.org
Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=823&news=1423
· Talking Vision: The Braille Music Camps 20/07/2011

Every year, students of music and adult mentors who are also blind or have low vision, gather at Mittagong in NSW, for a week of musical play and learning. 

Mail:  talkingvision@visionaustralia.org.

Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=823&news=2234
· Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre: Creative Classes Term 3 21/07/2011 

The Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre program is open to people with all levels of ability.

Drumming, singing, improvisation, directing music, group work and solo work. 

When: Classes are run in 4 eight week terms per year. 

Where: Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St, Rozelle.

Who: People with all levels of ability.

Contact: Sue Johnston 
Phone: (02) 9555 8988
Mail: leisure@rnc.ngo.org.au
Website:  http://www.rozellecentre.org.au/
· Claude Stein Natural Singer workshops 07/07/2011 

Workshop: Redfern/North Sydney: 29 Jul - 7 Aug 11: Multi-platinum vocal coach Claude Stein has been coming to Australia for the first time to run his transformational Natural Singer workshops.

There have been two weekend workshops and a one five-day immersion workshop.

When: 29 July - 7 August 2011, 7:00pm

Where: Redfern Town Hall, 73 Pitt Street, Redfern and North Sydney Community Centre, Civic Park at 220 Miller St, North Sydney NSW

Who: Anyone who loves to sing, or ever wanted to, aged 14 years and above.

Contact: Tanya Burke 

Phone (mobile): 0404 323 848 or

Mail: tanyamic2@gmail.com
Website: http://www.naturalsinger.com.au
· Drumming It Up! 24/06/2011 

Workshop: Blacktown : 6 July 11: Accessible workshop for young people with disabilities by percussionist Claudia Chambers. Playing Spanish box drums (cajons) and hand percussion, participants have been part of a learning experience full of games, beats and activities.

Where: Blacktown Arts Centre, 78 Flushcombe Rd Blacktown NSW
Who: Young people with a disability aged 12-17 years

Phone: 02 9839 6558
Website:  http://www.artscentre.blacktown.nsw.gov.au
· Music and Drama for Youth and Adults with Disability 21/01/2011 

Workshops: Narrabeen: Ongoing: Music and Drama classes for people with a disability in the Northern Beaches.

Performance classes for people aged 15+ with physical or intellectual disability (including the blind), to use imagination, self-expression and fun in doing voice work, drama exercises and short performance pieces with experienced tutor.

When: Mondays 11am-12noon (music) OR 12noon-1pm (drama).

Where: Annex, Narrabeen High School, Pittwater Road, North Narrabeen NSW 2101

Who: 15+ years with physical or intellectual disability

Contact: Northern Beaches Community College

Phone: 9970 1000 

Or Tutor Nadav on 0414 490 471.
Mail: enquiries@nbcc.nsw.edu.au
Website:  Northern Beaches Community College http://www.nbcc.nsw.edu.au


1-5. Arts Crafts 
· Craft  in Association of Blind Citizens of NSW Inc 
Workshop: Burwood: Ongoing: Craft 
The Association of Blind Citizens Held Art crafts (e.g. knitting, crochet or basketry) workshops every Thursday with morning tea and lunch provided. 

Address: Association of  Blind Citizens of  NSW, 11a Ethel Street, BURWOOD NSW 2134, For Enquiries outside Association office hours, Sondra Wibberley  
Phone: (02)9744-1516, (Mobile): 0407 492 102.           
Fax: (02)9744-1575

Mail: admin@asnblind-nsw.org.au, ellen.1959@bigpond.com
Website: http://www.asnblind-nsw.org.au/
 
· Call for art with heart 01/04/2011

Vision Australia clients who love to paint, draw or sculpt were invited to contribute artworks for Vision Australia’s 2012 fundraising calendars and diaries.

The large-print calendars and diaries, which feature artworks by Vision Australia clients, have been always popular. 

Address: Victoria Richardson, Vision Australia, Marketing, PO Box 176, Burwood, NSW 1805.

Mail: richardson@visionaustralia.org
 Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=823&news=1601
· Sunshine Paper Studio 03/06/2010 - Performance/Events 

Workshops: Pymble: Ongoing: Participants had the opportunity to learn new skills of making handmade paper artworks, handmade cards, notepaper and decorative papers.

Handmade gift cards have been sold, and paper products were produced to order.  The Art Studio has displayed participants’ (Adults with a disability) pieces and has sold them at an annual exhibition.  

Address: 6 West Street, Pymble NSW

Contact 1: Lyndsey Rellis Coordinator
Phone 1: 9496 8752
Contact 2: Juliette Rubensohn 
Phone 2:  9496 8739

Contact 3:  Cecilia Alison
 Phone 3: 9496 8740.

Mail: lrellis@sunshinehome.net.au
Website: http://sunshinehome.net.au


1-6. Sewing

· Association of Blind Citizens of NSW Inc
The BSA of NSW is an independent organisation established to coordinate and promote the sporting and recreational interests of men & women who are legally blind.

More Details

The BSA: 
. Supports competitive state teams in some sports and encourages recreational participation in others. 
. Acts in an advisory capacity to service groups and government agencies concerning the needs of legally blind sportspeople.

Specific Sports Groups include: 
. NSW Vision Impaired & Blind Bowlers Association 
. NSW Blind Cricket Association 
. Goalball Association of NSW 
. Vision Impaired Golfers Society of NSW 
. NSW Blind Indoor Bias Bowls Association

Workshop: Burwood: Ongoing Sewing service 
The Association of Blind Citizens of NSW is a consumer based organization, owned, operated and managed by people with a vision impairment or blindness in NSW/ACT.
 Sewing Service
 This service is available to anyone with a vision impairment or blindness in NSW/ACT.  This service includes garment repairs and minor alterations such as sewing of buttons, zips or taking up of hems etc. 
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Address: Association of  Blind Citizens of  NSW, 11a Ethel Stree, BURWOOD NSW 2134
For Enquiries outside Association office hours: Sondra Wibberley (President) 
Phone: (02)9744-1516, (Mobile): 0407 492 102.
Fax: (02)9744-1575 
Mail: admin@asnblind-nsw.org.au, ellen.1959@bigpond.com
Website: http://www.asnblind-nsw.org.au/


2. Festivals
· Spark: Creative Arts Festival  26-28/10/2011

Presented by The Junction Works Ltd, this festival takes place at The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Park and offers a variety of workshops in music, performance, puppetry and theatre.

When: 26 - 28 October 2011

Where: Stanwell Park NSW

Who: People with disability

Phone: 02 9606 9628

Website:  www.thejunctionworks.org
· Access fully covered by touring film festival 04/11/2009 

Access All Areas Film Festival was a flagship event of the 2009 Don’t DIS my ABILITY campaign to celebrate International Day of People with a Disability. A program of new short films for children – including the IF award nominee Tin Can Heart - visited schools for the Deaf and blind in Western Sydney. Selected filmmakers from around the country have also travelled with the Festival to present their work and chat with audiences.

Website: www.aarts.net.au/.../Access-fully-covered-by-touring-film-festival/


3. Call Outs, Grants & Competitions

· GLEE Club Australia "Expressions" cast call 1-15/12/2011 (due date for application) 

The Australian Institute for Performing Arts (AIPA) is offering passionate singers and dancers the opportunity to rehearse a show in Australia and then travel to LA to perform and take classes with industry leaders who will inspire them and teach them new and exciting techniques in an encouraging and supportive environment.

This program has been designed for teenagers and young adults who live with a disability. 

The group will have an opportunity to perform with GLEE Club Australia, who will be together on tour with the “Expressions” group.

When: Tour dates 1 - 15 December 2011.

Where: Los Angeles, California, United States

Who: Young people with disability (14-35 years)

Contact: The Australian Institute for Performing Arts, Sydney Office 

Phone: 02 9966 4473 / 02 9966 4030

Mail: sydneyoffice@aipa.com.au
Website: http://www.performingartstours.com.au/
· Regional music residency for musicians with disability 20-27/11/2011
Orange Regional Conservatorium, in partnership with Accessible Arts, is promoting inclusive performance opportunities and collaborations that include musicians with and without disability working together.

The residency will culminate in two concert performances at the Orange Regional Conservatorium on Friday 25 and Saturday 27 November 2011.

When: Sunday 20 November to Sunday 27 November 2011

Where:  Orange Regional Conservatorium
Who: Professional musicians who experience disability from across Australia

Contact: Belinda Quince, Events & Promotions Officer, Orange Regional Conservatorium.
Phone: 02 6361 7974 or
Mail: events@orangecon.org.au.
Website: http://www.musicnsw.com/2011/08/regional-nsw-music-residency-for-musicians-with-disability/
· Vision Australia's Dickinson Literary Awards  01/10/2011

Vision Australia's Dickinson Literary Awards are open to the many talented writers from the blindness and low vision community.

The mission of this literary competition is to:


promote the contributions of people who are blind and have low vision to the larger community 


Highlight the creative excellence that exists in the blindness community, and 


to allow people who are blind or have low vision to tell their own stories in their own words. 

When: Entries for the 2012 Vision Australia's Dickinson Literary Awards will be accepted from October 2011.

Where: Application online

Who: all writers who are blind
Contact: Vision Australia 
Phone: 1300847466
Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=1964
· Australia Council’s National Mentoring Program for Young and Emerging Artists 28/10/2011 

The participants will have the opportunity to form a mentoring relationship with a professional artist of their own choice and join a diverse national network of program participants and alumni making their mark on the industry.

When: Applications Close 28 October 2011.

Where: National

Who: Artists aged 18-30 with or without a disability

Contact: Susan Gibb 

Phone: (02) 8571 9065

Mail: jump@carriageworks.com.au.

Website: http://jumpmentoring.com.au
· Leichhardt Site and Sound program 11/10/2011 (application due date)
Site and Sound provides artists, performers, and cultural and community groups with the opportunity to present works to local audiences in beautiful and sometimes challenging venues, honouring their traditional role as the centre of community life. This program offers successful applicants:

· the use of the Leichhardt Town Hall free of charge for events in Autumn 2012

· a listing in the project program, and

· Promotion as part of the Site and Sound promotional campaign.

Where: Leichhardt Town Hall, 107 Norton Street, Leichhardt NSW

Who: Artists with or without disability

Contact: Costa Atzemis, Leichhardt Council.
Phone: 02 9367 9359

Website: http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/
· Polyphonic: Many Voices Many Styles - call for works

The exhibition Polyphonic: Many Voices Many Styles will tour to Bangkok, Thailand and be shown as part of the Asia Pacific Wataboshi Music Festival.  The Network of Music and Arts for People with Disabilities will host the exhibition.

The exhibition will showcase a variety of works on the theme of self-identity.

When: Specific date of the festival will be clear later
Where: Open nationally

Who: Open to emerging artists with disability in Australia

Contact: Visual Arts Co-ordinator 

Phone: (07) 3844 5897

Mail: wataboshi@accessarts.org.au
Website: www.wataboshi.net 
· MusicNSW announces funding to help artists showcase across Australia Various deadlines
MusicNSW has announced a new quick response grant program to support artists and artist managers in developing export opportunities whilst attending Australian industry conferences, trade fairs and other events in 2011. This new funding has been established to support artists in capitalising on career defining opportunities.

Where: Within Australia

Who: NSW artists and artist managers with or without disabilities

Phone: (02) 9281 1600
Mail: info@musicnsw.com
Website:  http://www.musicnsw.com
· Tom Bass Sculpture scholarship  02/09/2011 
This project has been considered as a professional artistic development opportunity for those who are disadvantaged by a long term physical or mental disability, and yet have a promising artistic direction and interest. The value of this scholarship was $520. Furthermore, support workers has been accommodated if needed.

When: Deadlines 17 June for Term 3 starting 16 July 2011 and 2 September for Term 4 starting 1 October 2011.

Where: Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School, 1a Clara Street Erskineville NSW 2043

Who: Emerging artists with a disability

Postal Address: Pine Street Creative Arts Centre, PO Box 1591 Sydney NSW 2001, mp 

Contact: Philip Relf  

Fax: 02 9245 1500.

Mail: prelf@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
Website: www.aarts.net.au/news/1041/140/Tom-Bass-Sculpture-scholarship/
· Recreation Rendezvous Theatre Project callout 20/07/2011 

Recreation Rendezvous was starting a one-year theatre project for adults aged 18-64 with disabilities of any level. New skills of movement, acting, voice, music and stage craft, as well as imagination and creativity has been included in the teaching schedule.  

When: started 20 July 2011; continuing to June 2012.

Where: The Lane Cove Seniors Centre, 180 Longueville Road, Lane Cove, NSW

Who: Adults aged 18-64 with disabilities

Contact: Olga, Senior Recreation Lifestyles Consultant. 
Phone: 9420 8555
Mail: olga@recrend.org.au
Website:  http://recrend.org.au/


4. Audio described theatre performances, tours, featured films and videos
Audio Description
Audio description is the narration of visual aspects of live theatre performances, tours and videos. It provides audible background information about what is happening visually on a screen or TV in order to assist blind people or people with low vision to better understand the action.

Recently on 9 June 2011, Screen Australia, the Federal Government’s funding body for the screen production industry, has announced a new funding condition that requires films to be delivered with audio description. The new condition complements Screen Australia’s requirement, introduced in 2007, for all feature films to be captioned. This initiative follows recommendations from the Federal Government’s Media Access Review final report, in order to provide around 600,000 Australians who are blind or vision impaired with access to audio described feature films.
Website: www.screenaustralia.gov.au/news_and.../mr_110609_access.aspx
Cinema

· Your Local Cinema

This website is part of a comprehensive program to provide accessible cinema in Australia, including the funding of equipment and promotional support for 12 independent cinemas around the country, provided by the Federal Department of Health and Ageing. 

Blind and low-vision persons can check session times for all of the accessible cinemas in Australia, get information about the accessible movies that are playing, link to accessible trailers (both audio described and captioned) and find out the latest in accessible cinema news.
Website: www.yourlocalcinema.com/
· Sydney Film Festival to announce Accessible Cinema Program  18/05/2009 

The 2009 Sydney Film Festival has featured a program of Accessible Cinema, with a range of movies exploring disability and access issues. In partnership with Accessible Arts, the Accessible Screening program included Blind Loves (Slovak Republic), a film examining the ways in which people who are blind find love, A Good Man (Australia)and The Horse Boy (USA). Furthermore, Rear window technology that can provide captioning and audio description has been trialed for the first time in Australasia in 2009.

Website: http://www.aarts.net.au/news/402/140/Accessible-Cinema-trials-Rear-Window-captioning-at-the-Sydney-Film-Festival-plus-audio-described-screening-announced/
Vision Australia Audio Description services:
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· Theatre Productions

Vision Australia's audio description service complements the theatre experience by offering live descriptions of a play's visual elements.

A team of trained Vision Australia volunteers provides the commentary, which listeners can access through a small radio receiver and single earpiece.

Before the performance starts, the audio describers provide program details together with descriptions of costumes and stage settings. Throughout the play, concise descriptions of actions, expressions and gestures are transmitted during gaps between the dialogue of the on-stage actors.

Audio description is available for selected performances at venues across Victoria, New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory.

In New South Wales, it is offered in Sydney at the Sydney Theatre Company, Ensemble Theatre, Riverside Theatre, Parramatta and Q Theatre, Penrith.

In Canberra, audio description is provided at the Canberra Theatre Centre.

Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=590
· Vision Australia Information Library Service

Videos with audio description included on the sound track are also available through Vision Australia’s Information Library Service.

Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=1755
Audio Described Tours and Attractions

Audio-cassettes and CDs providing narrative detail of visual information are available at selected events, attractions and tours in New South Wales and Victoria.

Venues providing audio described tours in New South Wales include the Powerhouse Museum, Australian Museum, Cremorne Point Reserve on Sydney Harbour, Art Gallery of NSW and Museum of Contemporary Art. Moreover, the National Museum of Australia has launched a large print and tactile map of the building and also has exhibited an interpretation brochure about the Garden of Australian Dreams.

Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=590
www.nma.gov.au/media/media.../national_museum_to_launch_braille_map/
Latest Audio Description News

Sydney Opera House is committed to providing equal access for all to ensure that everyone can fully participate and enjoy the arts.

· Audio Described Performances 
The Merry Widow (Audio Described)

Saturday 29 October 2011 - Sydney Opera House, NSW

Opera Australia has offered an audio described performance
 La bohème  Friday 12 August at 7:30pm.

For information on upcoming assisted performances and events at the Sydney Opera House visit the Access Diary and Access News.

Contact: Jenny Spinak Program Manager, Accessibility at  
Mail: jspinak@sydneyoperahouse.com
Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=823&news=2157
Productions related to blindness (Providing Blindness awareness):

· Prime 30-second commercials
Vision Australia has been working in partnership with PRIME Television since 2003. Since Vision Australia's partnership began, PRIME has produced and screened a number of 30-second commercials on behalf of people with blindness or low vision.

Website: www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=1187
· Blind, as you see it 
 A Shh production 29/05/2008 
Blind, as you see it aims to make a contribution to society by raising awareness of the issues related to blindness and the structural development of theatre. The work thoroughly discusses the transition from sightedness to blindness. 

Website: www.carriageworks.com.au/?page...Blind-As-You-See-It


5. Exhibitions
· Texpo 2011: Sydney 09-10/09/2011

Showcasing the latest technology and services for people who are blind or have low vision. 
In this exhibition, the products and technology that can assist people who are blind or have low vision were displayed while an Audio described tour was provided. 
When: Friday 9 - Saturday 10 September 2011

Where: Vision Australia, 4 Mitchell St, Enfield

Who:  people who are blind or have low vision and their friends and family
· people who work with people who are blind or have low vision like teachers, optometrists, allied health professionals, aged care and disability service providers

· employers

· government representatives

Contact: Equipment Solutions 

Phone (infoline): 1300 84 74 66
Website: www.visionaustralia.org/texpo/
This exhibition has been explored how Australians who are blind or have low vision learn, work, play sport, create art and carry out everyday household tasks. Interactive and multi-media also displayed explore a world using hearing, touch and smell to navigate through the blind’s environment. 

The exhibition ran in the Museum's Australian Communities Gallery throughout 2009 and toured regional centres and inter-state in 2010. 

Where: Powerhouse Museum, 500 Harris Street, Ultimo, Sydney

Phone: (02) 9217 0111 or infoline (02) 9217 0444 
Website:  www.powerhousemuseum.com/living


6. Quality living groups-Services

Telelink is a regular on going telephone based group program that is delivered via teleconference. It provides a regular ongoing group program offering social and peer support, special interest and recreation activities for blind or low vision people who are socially isolated or live some distance from a Vision Australia centre. 

Quality Living Groups have helped people to:

· gain the confidence to take on new challenges 

· express their feelings about, and seek solutions to issues related to their vision loss 

· share strategies, information and ideas with people who have similar experiences 

· regain independence and manage daily tasks 

· start or maintain recreation activities 

· overcome isolation, make friends, develop a social support network and be socially active

The service is available in Victoria, NSW, ACT, Queensland, Northern Territory and Tasmania

· Quality Living Group:  Teleconference: Facilitated support group for people experiencing vision loss.
When: Wednesdays, 24 August to 12 October 2011

Where: Teleconference

Contact: Cameron Algie 
Phone (infoline):  1300 84 74 66
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=2013
· Quality Living Group: Teleconference: Facilitated support group for people experiencing vision loss.

When: Tuesdays, 27 September to 15 November 2011

Where: Teleconference

Contact: Cameron Algie 
Phone (infoline):  1300 84 74 66
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=2013


7. Some services for children
· Vision Australia's Feelix Library - Braille story books for children 
Ongoing

The "Feelix Library" for children is Vision Australia's response to the increased interest in parents and siblings wanting to learn braille. The Feelix Library makes picture books accessible for children who are blind or have low vision, enabling them to enjoy the same stories as their friends. Each book includes a braille version and comes with an accompanying tactile kit to help bring the story to life.

About the kits

Each kit contains the original picture storybook annotated with braille, an audio CD or tape of the story, some tactual aids to help the child enter the world of the story and a little handbook with tactile graphics so that children can tell the story to themselves or others.

"Kindergarten Kits" are available for pre-schoolers, as are kits in other languages (Chinese, Vietnamese, Turkish Arabic and Somali). 

These alternative language kits allow non-English speaking parents to read to their children in their native language. 

Contact: Louise Curtin, Feelix Project Coordinator
Phone: 03 9864 9546
Fax: 03 9684 9210
Mail:  louise.curtin@visionaustralia.org
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?p
· Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RIDBC) 

RIDBC provides a wide range of innovative educational programs for children with hearing and/or vision impairment, including services for children with additional disabilities.

The programs at RIDBC preschools are designed to foster children's social and emotional development, and to enhance their initiative, self-esteem and independence.

Therefore, many first-hand experiences have been provided to help children with vision /hearing impairment develop an awareness and understanding of the world. 

iTo this end, language development is a program priority and activities like reading, storytelling and drama are emphasized.

Parents are an integral part of the preschool program and are kept up-to-date with their child's progress. Families enrich the program by sharing special skills, interests and knowledge with the children.

Phone: (02) 9871 1233 

Mail: info@ridbc.org.au
Website: http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/vi_preschool.asp
http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/db_preschool.asp
http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/db_preschool.asp
 http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/md_preschool.asp
http://www.ridbc.org.au/services/vi_preschool.asp
· Percussion Time at Casula Kids Festival 07/07/2011

Workshop : Casula : Inclusive workshop teaching percussion to children with mild to moderate disabilities.

This workshop was part of Western Sydney’s first ever festival dedicated to children – the Casula for Kids Festival on 6 – 9 July. The festival was produced by Liverpool City Council and Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre.

Where: Casula Powerhouse, 1 Casula Rd, Casula
Who: Children aged 5 – 10 years with mild to moderate disabilities
Contact: Claudia Chidiac

Mail: performance@casulapowerhouse.com
Website:  www.casulapowerhouse.com


8. Libraries
· Information Library Service

Vision Australia's Information Library Service offers a huge array of information and services in a variety of formats.

Phone (infoline): 1300 65 46 56
Fax: 03 9864 9677

Email: library@visionaustralia.org
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=514
· A braille book library for children

The "Feelix Library" for children is Vision Australia's response to the increased interest in parents and siblings wanting to learn braille.
Phone: 03 9864 9546
Fax: 03 9684 9210
Mail: louise.curtin@visionaustralia.org
Website: www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=1063
· Braille music library

Vision Australia registered library users are able to access a wide range of music Braille titles, including copies to borrow and downloading of titles to their computer.
Phone: 1300 654 656. 

Fax: 03 9864 9677

Mail: library@visionaustralia.org
Website: http://www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=823&news=1423
· Louis Braille Audio Books

Vision Australia produces Louis Braille Audio, a selection of contemporary Australian fiction and non-fiction for adults, young adults and children. These unabridged audio books are available in CDA, MP3 and DAISY formats.

These books are held in most public education and school libraries throughout Australia and New Zealand, including the Vision Australia Library.

Louis Braille Audio books may be purchased directly from Vision Australia or through leading bookshops.

	phone: (03) 9864 9645
Facsimile: (03) 9864 9646

Mail: lba.sales@visionaustralia.org
Website: www.louisbrailleaudio.com


	


· Browsable lending library

The Association of Blind Citizens of NSW has a browsable Braille and Audio lending library in New South Wales or the ACT.  Encompassing a wide variety of titles to suit all tastes, anyone with a vision impairment or blindness  in NSW/ACT is able to utilize this service. 
Phone: (02)9744-1516
Mail: admin@asnblind-nsw.org.au
Website: http://www.asnblind-nsw.org.au/
 


9.  Recreations and Sports
· Blind Sporting Association Of NSW Inc - Independent Living Centre
The BSA of NSW is an independent organization established to coordinate and promote the sporting and recreational interests of men & women who are legally blind.

Address: No.1 Fennell Street, Parramatta, NSW, 2150
Phone:  (02) 9890 0940 (Infoline): 1300 885 886 

Fax: (02) 9890 0966 

Mail: help@ilcnsw.asn.au
Website: www.ilcnsw.asn.au/items/4449
· Blind Sporting Association of NSW | Nican
This organization provides a variety of sports for people with vision impairments. 

Activities: 

Sport, swimming, athletics, goalball, cricket, bowls, golf, karate, indoor bowls, powerlifting, rowing, sailing, tandem cycling, tenpin bowling, equestrian dressage, water skiing, snow skiing, judo, gymnastics 

Address: Unit 5, 48 Brookes Street, Mitchell ACT 2911
Phone: (02) 6241 1220
Freecall/TTY:1800 806 769
Fax: (02) 6241 1224
Mail: info@nican.com.au 
Website: www.nican.com.au/service/blind-sporting-association-nsw
· NSW Association of  Disability Sports - NSW Sport Federation
The NSW Sports Federation advocates for sport at every opportunity and in a range of mediums. The CEO represents the NSW sports industry through a range of committees and forums.   

As part of the Australian State Sports Federation Alliance (ASSFA), the NSW Sports Federation also advocates our state sporting issues at a national level, and represents sport to Ministers and appointed panels such as the Independent Sport Panel. 

Additionally, the NSW Sports Federation works with the media to increase the attention and recognition that sport is receiving, particularly at the grass roots level. 

Address: 6a Figtree Drive, Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127 

Postal Address: PO Box 517, Sydney Markets NSW 2129  

Phone: (2) 8116 9740
Fax: (2) 8732 1613
Mail: info@sportnsw.com.au
Website: www.sportnsw.com.au
Some of specific Sports Groups for the blind and low vision persons 
· NSW Vision Impaired & Blind Bowlers Association 

Phone: 1800 806 769

Mail: info@nican.com.au
Website: http://www.nican.com.au/service/nsw-vision-impaired-and-blind-bowlers-association
· NSW Blind Cricket Association 

The New South Wales Blind Cricket Association aims to organise blind cricket in NSW which may lead to national championships and international championships.

Postal Address: PO Box 852, PENRITH 

2750, Street Address: Burwood NSW, NSW, 2750
Contact: Ben Phillips, Secretary 

Phone: 02 9331 1339 

Mail: president@blindcricket.com 

Website: http://www.blindcricket.com 

· Goalball Association of NSW 

Phone: 0417446156 
Chairmen
Murray Elbourn
Phone (Mobile): 0413859744
Mail: murrayelbourn@goalball.com.au
Executive Director
Kevin Frew
Mobile: 0417446156
Mail: kevinfrew@goalball.com.au
Programs Director
Tamara Postal Address: PO Box number 292
Parramatta NSW 2150
Elbourn
Mobile: 0426 899 421
Mail: tamaraelbourn@goalball.com.au
Website: www.goalball.com.au/contact-us/
· Vision Impaired Golfers Society of NSW 

This Society organizes competition and social golf for persons with a vision impairment. The emphasis is on enjoyment and there is a weekly or fortnightly game for experienced and beginner vision impaired golfers, assisted by sighted guides.

Postal Address: 1/73 Wentworth Ave 

WENTWORTHVILLE 

2145, Street Address: Barnwell Park Golf Course, Lyons Road West FIVE DO

NSW, 2145
Contact: Graham Coulton or Jenny Abola 

Phone : (02) 9006 3844 

Fax: (02) 9006 3884, 

Mail: gcoulton@dsn.nsw.gov.au 

Website: www.nican.com.au/service/vision-impaired-golfers-society-nsw
· Royal NSW Bowling Association Inc
The Royal NSW Bowling Association Inc services over 626 Bowling Clubs throughout NSW and is primarily involved in the administration of the sport of bowls and the conduct of Association Competitions.
Contact: John Archer 

Phone : (02) 9283 4555 

Fax: (02) 9283 4252 

Mail: mswba@rnswba.com.au 

Postal Address: PO Box A2186, SYDNEY SOUTH 

1235 

Street Address: Level 5, 309 Pitt St SYDNEY

NSW, 1235

Area: Statewide, office in metropolitan Sydney 

Website: http://www.nican.com.au/service/royal-nsw-bowling-association-inc
10. Centres and peer support groups 

Vision Australia Enfield

Phone: 1300 84 74 66 and ask for Enfield

Street Address: 4 Mitchell St, Enfield NSW 2136
Postal Address: PO Box 176, Burwood NSW 1805
Website: www.visionaustralia.org/info.aspx?page=1907
Association of Blind Citizens of NSW Inc.
Phone: (02)9744-1516
Address: Association of Blind Citizens of NSW, 11a Ethel Street, BURWOOD NSW  2134
Website: www.asnblind-nsw.org.au/
Accessible Arts / arts + disability NSW

Phone: (02) 9251 6499
Address: 4 Hickson Road
Sydney NSW 2000
Website: www.aarts.net.au
Blind Sporting Association of NSW Inc.

Phone: (02) 4324 2355
Address: 29 Webb St
East Gosford NSW 2250
Postal: PO Box 4309
East Gosford NSW 2250
Website: www.ccdn.com.au/services.../342-blind-sporting-association-of-nsw-inc
Blind Sporting Association of NSW | Nican
Freecall/TTY:1800 806 769
Phone:(02) 6241 1220
Address:Unit 5, 48 Brookes Street, Mitchell ACT 2911
Website: www.nican.com.au/service/blind-sporting-association-nsw
NSW/ACT peer Support Groups

Sydney and Blue Mountains (last updated January 2011)

· Ashfield
Meets: Cardinal Freeman Village Ashfield
Contact: Margaret Levitt on 02 9799 2049

· Burwood
Name: Barrier Breakers
Meets: 10am 1st Saturday each month
Location: Shirley House No. 11, Ethel St, Burwood
Contact: Dianne Randall on 02 9818 7819

· Blacktown
Meets: 10am 1st Monday each month
Location: Blacktown Workers Club, 55 Campbell St, Blacktown
Contact: Mary Shannon on 02 9677 0209

· Dee Why-Manly
Meets: 10.15am Last Friday each month
Location: Dee Why RSL, 932 Pittwater Rd, Dee Why
Contact: Cliff Parker on 02 9971 5699 or Maureen Eves on 02 9968 1138

· Drummoyne -Inner West
Meets: 11:30 AM 3rdThursday each month
Location: Drummoyne Community Centre, 10 Cometrowe St, Drummoyne
Contact: Katie Bowie on 02 9181 4116, Joanna McGill on 02 9713 1776 or Betty Diews on 02 9713 6540

· Epping
Meets: 10am Last Thursday each month
Location: Baptist Church Hall, Cnr Ray & Carlingford Rds, Epping
Conact: Gwen Cooper on 029876 5873

· Fairfield City
Meets: 10 30am 2nd Friday of each month
Location: Greenfield Park Community Centre, 17 Greenfield Road, Greenfield Park
Contact :Wayne Frankland on 02 9609 3525 or Janet Youil 02 9609 7018

· Fairfield - Liverpool
Meets: 10.30am 1st Tuesday each month
Location: Smithfield RSL, Neville St & Cumberland Hwy, Smithfield
Contact: Margaret Breiman on 02 9604 4414

· Hawkesbury (Windsor District)
Meets: 10am 1st Monday each month
Location: Peppercorn Place, 320 George St, Windsor
Contact: Jan Hankell on 02 4572 3287

· Hazelbrook
Meets: 10.30 am Thursday mornings, monthly
Location: Uniting Church Hall, Cnr Rosedale Ave & Great West Hwy, Hazelbrook
Contact: Kay Plummer on 02 4758 6121

· Hills District (Castle Hill)
Meets: 10.30am Last Wednesday each month
Location: Castle Hill RSL, 77 Castle Hill St, Castle Hill 
Contact: Jack Blair on 02 9680 2660 or Bill Morton on 02 9476 0052 or Paul Turner on 02 9614 5486

· Hornsby-Kuring Gai
Name: Tuesday Activity Group
Meets: 10am each Tuesday
Location: Hornsby Hospital
Contact: Fiona Begg (Tuesday Only) on 02 9477 9514

· Lindfield
Meets: 10am 1st Wednesday each month
Location: Lindfield Seniors Centre, 259 Pacific Hwy, Lindfield
Contact: Dorothea Watt on 02 9416 2160

· Mosman (Lower North Shore)
Meets: 10.30am 1st Thursday each month
Location: Mosman RSL, 719 Military Rd, Mosman
Contact: Karin Gardner on 02 9960 4107 or Moira Bartholomeusz on 02 9948 9987

· Penrith
Meets: 10am 3rd Wednesday each month
Location: The Community Connections, 114-116 Henry St, Penrith
Contact: Jill Huber on 02 4735 4658

· Randwick-Coogee
Meets: 10am Last Wednesday each month
Location: Southern Cross Village, 39 Gregory St, South Coogee 
Contact: Patricia Collier on 02 9344 3893 or Betty Bonomini on 02 9311 1554

· Springwood
Meets: 10.30am 4th Monday each month
Location: The Springwood Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Rd, Springwood 
Contact: Jenny Hall on 02 4754 5970

· St George Area (Rockdale)
Meets: 10.30am Last Wednesday each month
Location: Rockdale RSL, 45 Bay St, Rockdale
Contact: Cliff Jackson on 02 9588 3620 or Ivoreen Andreopoulos on 02 9546 8449



Central Coast

· Gosford
Name: Gosford Walkers
This walking group is designed for people who are blind or have low vision and volunteers who are interested in meeting people and keeping active. The group often have a coffee (at own cost) and a chat after each walk.
Meets: Saturday Mornings at 8.45am
Location: In front of Central Coast Leagues Club.
Contact: Jacky North, Vision Australia Coordinator of Volunteers on 02 4325 3686.

· Woy Woy
Name: Woy Walkers
This walking group is designed for people who are blind or have low vision and volunteers who are interested in meeting people and keeping active. The group often have a coffee (at own cost) and a chat after each walk.
Meets: Saturday Mornings at 7.30am
Location: Fisherman’s Wharf.
Contact: Jacky North, Vision Australia Coordinator of Volunteers on 02 4325 3686.

· Wyong
Name: Wyong VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: 1st Monday of each month, 10:00am - 12:30pm
Location: Mingara Recreational Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi NSW 2261
Contact: Joy Buckley on 02 4388 1280



Hunter

· Hamilton
Name: Mayfield Waratah Blind & VIP Lions Club
Meets: 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month, 12:30pm onwards
Location: Hamilton Hotel, 71 Tudor Street, Hamilton NSW 2303
Contact: Ruth Perry 02 6352 3828 or Dennis Ismay 02 6352 2077

· Islington
Name: Hunter VIP Support Group
Meets: 1st Monday of each month, 10:30am - 1:00pm
Location: St Marks Anglican Church Hall, Roslyn Avenue, Islington NSW 2296
Contact: Eric Power 02 4970 5916 or Ron Badger 02 4959 5873

· Islington
Name: Newcastle Dirstrict VIP Support Group
Meets: 1st Monday of each month, 10:30am - 12:00pm
Location: St Marks Anglican Church Hall, Roslyn Avenue, Islington NSW 2296
Contact: Ron Badger 02 4959 5873

· Maitland
Name: Maitland Vision Loss Support Group
Meets: Friday following each Aged Pension pay day, 10:30am - 1:00pm
Location: Maitland Ex-Servicemen's Bowling Club, Carrington Street, Maitland NSW 2320
Contact: Ron Kelly on 02 4932 3060

· Morisset
Name: Morisset VIP Support Group
Meets: Last Tuesday of the month at 10.00am
Location: Morisset Multi Purpose Centre, Dora Street, Morisset
Contact: Sandra on 02 4970 5890 or Shirley on 02 4973 1221

· Port Stephens
Name: Port Stephens Support Group
Contact: Stephen Belbin on 02 4987 7877 

· Tuncurry
Name: Forster VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: 4th Thursday of each month, 10:15am - 12:00pm
Location: Legacy Hall, Legacy Village, Mills Parade, Tuncurry NSW 2428
Contact: Linda Barnes on 02 6555 4351



Illawarra

· Corrimal
Name: The Gwen Booker Centre for the Visually Impaired
Meets: Every Tuesday at 10am
Location: Corrimal Community Centre, Short Street Corrimal NSW
Contact: Mr Cass Wanstall 02 4284 0579 or Mr Howard Bennett 02 4284 2922

· Kiama
Name: Kiama Support Group for Visually Impaired People (VIP)
Meets: 1st Wednesday of each month, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Kiama Bowling Club
Contact: Trish Havenhand on 02 4232 2443

· Nowra
Name: Nowra - The Visual Support Group of Nowra
Meets: Last Thursday of each month, 10am - 12pm for guest speakers and friendship
Location: Library Meeting Room under Shoalhaven Library off Berry St Nowra
Contact: Lorraine on 02 4421 5106, Peter on 02 4421 7689, Brian on 02 4423 1997 or Email Ron on rwcashman@netspace.net.au
· Ulladulla
Name: Shoalhaven - Southern Shoalhaven Vision Impaired Person Support Group
Meets: Last Tuesday of each month, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Uniting Church Hall, Croobyar Rd Milton, (Ulladulla) South Coast NSW
Contact: Robert Grant 0431 468 957 or Nicky 02 4455 2861

· Wollongong
Name: Central Vision Impaired Group
Meets: Every first Wednesday of the month, 10:00am Morning Tea, 10:30am Meeting Commences (including guest speakers and concerts). Monthly outings are also organised.
Location: Diggers RSL Club, Owen Room 1st Floor, 82 Church St (Corner Burelli St), Wollongong
Contact: Tony Sarkis on 02 4284 7744



Mid - North Coast

· Bellingen
Name: Bellingen Vision Insight Group
Meets: 2ndThursday of each month, 10.30am - 12.00pm
Location: Open Arms Centre, 4 Rawson Street, Bellingen
Contact: Bev Watson on 02 6655 9183

· Coffs Harbour
Name: Coffs Harbour Vision Impaired Group
Meets: First Thursday of each month, 10:00am
Location: Neighbourhood Centre, Community Village, Earl Street, Coffs Harbour
Contact: Lola Rosenbaum on 02 6652 4117 or Terry Coghlan 02 6658 2741

· Wingham
Meets: 2nd Thursday of each month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Location: Uniting Church Hall, Farquahar Street, Wingham NSW 2429
Contact: Pauline Daffel on 02 6550 6132



Northern

· Casino
Name: Casino VIP Support group
Meets: 1st Monday of the month, 10.00am 
Location: Casino RSM Club, 162 Canterbury Street, Casino NSW 2470
Contact: Mark Moran at markdenisecasinovip@hotmail.com.au or 02 6662 6955

· Tamworth
Name: Tamworth Friends of Vision Impaired
Meets: 2nd Wednesday of each month, 10:00am - 11:30am
Location: Tamworth Community Centre, Darling Street, Tamworth NSW 2340
Contact: Jacqui Cottage at jacquicottage@yahoo.com or 02 6767 1155



South Eastern

· Canberra
Name: Canberra Blind Society
Meets: Office Hours Monday to Friday, 10:00am - 4:00pm
Location: Room G06 (New) Griffin Centre, Genge Street, Canberra City ACT 2600
Contact: Debra Quinell on 02 6247 4580

· Moruya
Name: Moruya/Eurobodalla VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: Last Wednesday of each month except December, 11:00am - 1:00pm
Location: Moruya Bowling Club, Shore Street, Moruya NSW 2537
Contact: Sid Kosky on 02 4476 8500



Murrumbidgee

· No group has been nominated for this area. To nominate your group please contact the web administrator at: webmaster@visionaustralia.org.



Murray

· Mildura - Macular Support Group
Meets: First Monday of the month at 10.00am
Location: Shevill House, 131 Deakin Avenue, Mildura
Contact: Jenny Gibbons (Vision Australia) on 03 5023 5495.



Richmond - Tweed

· Lismore
Meets: 1st Tuesday of each month, 1:30pm - 3:00pm
Location: Lismore Workers Club, 225-231 Keen Street, Lismore NSW 2480
Contact: Anne Holdsworth 02 6629 3147 or Anne Hampton 02 6625 2421

· Ballina
Meets: 4th Monday of the month 10am - 12 noon
Location: Solarium, Ballina District Hospital, Cherry St Ballina NSW 2478
Contact: Judy Thomas 02 6686 3483 or Nancy 02 6686 3423

· Casino
Meets: 1st Monday of the month 10am-12noon
Location: Baptist Church Hall, Cnr Canterbury St & West St Casino NSW 2470Contact: Mark 02 6664 7275

· Murwillumbah
Meets: 1st Wednesday of each month, 11:00am - 2:00pm
Location: "The Undercroft", Uniting Church, 2 Byangum Road, Murwillumbah NSW 2484
Contact: Christine (Chris) Johnstone on 02 6679 1589



North Western

· No group has been nominated for this area. To nominate your group please contact the website administrator at: webmaster@visionaustralia.org.



Central West

· Bathurst
Name: Bathurst VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: 1st Tuesday of each month, 10:30am - 12:30pm
Location: HACC Meeting room, 55 Seymour St, Bathurst NSW 2795
Contact: Ken Lewis 02 6334 3670

· Lithgow
Meets: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10:30am - 12:00pm
Location: Lithgow Workers Club, Tanks Street, Lismore NSW 2790
Contact: Ruth Perry 02 6352 3828 or Dennis Ismay 02 6352 2077

· Mittagong
Name: NSW Southern Highlands VIP Support Group
Meets: Fourth Tuesday of the month at 10.30am
Location: Mittagong RSL, Corner Bessemer Streets and Hume Highway
Contact: Norman on 02 4861 1791

· Mudgee
Meets: 2nd Wednesday of each month, 10:00am - 1:00pm
Location: Uniting Church Hall, Mortimer Street, Mudgee NSW 2850
Contact: Mary Lovett on 02 6373 1293

· Orange
Meets: 2nd Monday of each month
Location: HACC Community Centre, 286 Lords Place, Orange NSW 2800
Contact: Joan Sanders on 02 6360 3430

· Springwood
Name: Blue Mountains Support Group
Meets: 4th Monday of each month, 10:30am - 12:00pm
Location: Springwood Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Road, Springwood (community bus available)
Contact: Jenny Hall: 02 4754 5970



Far West

· Broken Hill
Name: Broken Hill VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: 1st Monday in March and December
Location: BIU, Band Hall, Beryl Street, Broken Hill NSW 2880
Contact: Jan Haughton on 08 8087 4418



Southern Highlands

· Mittagong
Name: Southern Highlands Vision Impaired Peer (VIP) Support Group
Meets: Fourth Tuesday of each month 10.30 – 12.00 noon
Location: Mittagong RSL, Corner of Bessemer Street and Hume Highway, Mittagong ,NSW
Contact: Barry Bennetts (02) 4869 4454



Specialty/Other Peer Support Groups

· Barrier Breakers Social Group Planning Meeting
Objectives: Outings, picnics, BBQs, ferry trips, bus trips, etc.
Meets: 1st Saturday of each month, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Contact: Diane Randall on 02 9818 7819

· Blepharospasm NSW Support Group
Contact: Stephen Bradley 0408 232 338

· Blinded Soldiers Association
Location: 445 Pacific Highway, Lindfield NSW 2070
Contact: David Curtain on 02 9416 2975

· Colour Blind Awareness and Support Group
Website: www.members.optusnet.com.au/~doverton
Email: colourblind@optusnet.com.au
Phone: 02 9688 2216

· Glaucoma Australia
Location: Level 2, 20 Clarke Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Contact: Beverley Lindsell on 1800 500 880

· Jewish Seniors VIP Peer Support Group
Meets: Every Monday morning
Location: Parent Home, Princess Street, Rose Bay NSW 2029
Contact: Lily Skurnik on 02 9371 8336

· Macular Degeneration Foundation
Location: Suite 302, Level 3, 447 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000
Phone: Helpline 1800 111 709

· Spanish Speaking - Ojos Latinos (Latin Eyes)
Meets: 3rd Friday of each month, 11:00am - 2:00pm
Location: St Peters Town Hall, Cnr Unwins Bridge Road & Swain Street, Sydenham NSW 2044
Contact: Virginia Abolos on 02 9550 4637
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